






 towards Alejandro Jodorowsky’s use of the deck to subjectively encourage an inner life,
to heal. To quote him, “To know the way to use the language of objects and the symbolic 
vocabulary in order to produce certain affects in people; basically, how specifically to 
direct the unconscious in its own language, be that by words, by objects, by acts.” He 
emphasizes as well that “One cannot become a shaman or a sorcerer if one is not born into 
a primitive context.” I feel that, through my art, I search for this primitive context. Color, 
religion, numerology, mythology, astrology, and alchemy all play a part in the images of religion, numerology, mythology, astrology, and alchemy all play a part in the images of 
the Tarot. The cards encourage a type of comparative analysis as their symbols lead the 
reader on.   
   An artist needs a patron and a patron needs an artist. I have known Katy Bucher since
 the 7th grade. I secretly  applied to the San Francisco Art Institute and Katy volunteered 
to pay my tuition. She didn’t end up paying my tuition, but on her faith I had the confidence
 to bridge the gap and engage in the practice of art. I have been truly fortunate to have had 
such a skilled patron and fellow artist to collaborate with over the years. I have worked on such a skilled patron and fellow artist to collaborate with over the years. I have worked on 
Katy’s films doing sound and costuming, and she has commissioned drawings from me. 
The Crown Deck Tarot was initially commissioned as a gift. As the Covid shut down 
became a reality, we realized we had the luxury of time and the drawing began. In 
researching the Tarot, I found myself drawn into architecture, clothing styles, landscapes 
and character design, as well as an archetypal understanding of the events of human life. 
Rich seams of culture and history.  Having to draw in a 9“x12” frame forced me into a new 
attention to detail. Some of the characters and animals that populate the deck are drawn attention to detail. Some of the characters and animals that populate the deck are drawn 
from places I have spent time; Tahiti, Africa, Mexico, California  and Europe. Some 
are tailored specifically to characters Katy wanted to include. The drawings are hand 
drawn pencil, pen, ink, colored pencil and acrylic on paper. Enjoy The Crown Deck 
Tarot! We had fun and worked hard to create it! 
                                 
 - Christina Hale 

      This project was intended as a love letter.  A grandiose, romantic gesture of love.  A 
gift for a lover who has never been.  
   It has been my experience that from time to time, it takes a blissful, besotted, 
irrational, occassionally hopeless love to push us to great leaps of faith, terrifying journeys 
into the unknown, and mad examinations of our feelings through art.  I reckon that is the 
essence of a muse.
   It was in the midst of that tumultuous state, on February 26, 2020 at 9:14 AM, I 
sent the artist, Christina Hale, the following email: “Hello Bean, Was thinking about sent the artist, Christina Hale, the following email: “Hello Bean, Was thinking about 
commissioning a set of Tarot cards from you.  Would need to be done by Christmas.  I 
know its a big project but what do you think?  Interested?…”
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