












6  THE LOVERS 

Element: Air          Planet: Mercury
Zodiac: Gemini 

Basic Meaning: Love, Union of Opposite Energies, Choice
Reversed: Perversion, Possession, Narcissism

   The man holds the fire of life  (willpower incarnate), and the woman’s hair is twined with apples 
from of the tree of knowledge deeply rooted in the earth, in the laws of nature.  The serpent coils around 
her and becomes a tattoo on her shoulder, indicating both wisdom and temptation.  Though both nude, 
they shield and protect each other. The children, boy and girl, naked and innocent, but full of curiosity, sit
before mysterious boxes.  The boy has not opened his, is he afraid or wise?  The girl has, and out flies an 
angel.  Has she opened Pandora’s Box, or set free untold potential?
      The Lovers embody relationships, the dualism of  joint creation and personal freedom.  Love, 
affection, sexuality. Loyalty, commitment, the balance of self-love and surrender.  Whether it is children 
or something else, a relationship must create in order to last. We must dive into them with a sense of 
wonder. 
   The Lovers reminds us of  the sacred, electric polarities of life: male and female, nature and will, fire
and earth, wisdom and folly. The marriage of opposites, the harmonious merging of the sacred and the 
profane, yin and yang, a prayer and a sacrifice.
      Ultimately, The Lovers is about irreversible choice.  You cannot unmake bad decisions. There are 
consequences to innocence lost.  The expulsion from paradise and the return to it.  The Lovers speak to 
the difficulties of balancing our attachments to the territory of the self with the necessity to serve, and 
give, and sacrifice, to be available for love.
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16  THE TOWER
The House of God, The Devil’s House

Element: Fire          Planet: Mars 

Basic Meaning: Destruction, Revelation, Revolution
Reversed: Powerlessness, Ruin, Disgrace

   Has the Stone Tower been struck by lightning from the all-seeing eye, or by orgasm?  The Crown, 
the cupola, the Mad Hatter’s hat is knocked askew by the explosion.  There is a loss of control by the old 
ruling structures and principles.  A rain of fire and gold?  Grace or destruction?  Are the bodies falling or 
flying between heaven and earth?  Are the hands there to catch or throw?
   The lightening bolt of insight, illusions shattered, your ivory tower no longer protects you. Sudden 
change, the old ways must fall to make way for the new. Revolutionary transformation, radical change, you 
cannot resist it. The future is bursting into the present. Deal with it.cannot resist it. The future is bursting into the present. Deal with it.
   A release of great energies, catharsis, the liberation of destruction, inflamed with enthusiasm, 
losing balance, the burning away of pride and egotism.  Any and all of these leading to a purification and a 
catalyst for change.  Don’t forget that  the destruction of something results in the fall of some fortunes and
the rise of others. Despair and Hope are two sides of the same coin.
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